Well-differentiated carcinoma of the thyroid.
Thyroid cancer will be diagnosed in more than 20,000 individuals in the United States in 2002. Approximately 16,000 of these patients will be women. During the same year, an estimated 1300 deaths from thyroid cancer are expected. The various types of thyroid cancer include papillary carcinoma, follicular carcinoma, Hurthle cell carcinoma, medullary carcinoma, anaplastic carcinoma, and thyroid lymphoma. Papillary, follicular, and Hurthle cell carcinoma are considered well-differentiated thyroid cancers and constitute the focus of this article.